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Discussion Overview

What is academic integrity?

The issues of academic misconduct and plagiarism

Avoiding plagiarism and Academic English at NUGSE



Integrity

noun: the quality of being honest and having strong moral 
principles 

e.g. to behave with integrity; personal/ professional/ artistic 
integrity

Oxford Dictionaries (2019)
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…so what is academic integrity?





NUGSE & Academic Integrity

NUGSE is committed to developing emerging scholars and 
researchers with the highest level of academic integrity and who 
are capable of leading educational development in Kazakhstan.



NUGSE & Academic Integrity

NUGSE is committed to developing emerging scholars and 
researchers with the highest level of academic integrity and who 
are capable of leading educational development in Kazakhstan.

This also means that we must ensure our students develop 
strategies for avoiding academic misconduct.





Academic Misconduct 

This refers to violations of Academic Integrity, and is defined in 
the NU Student Code of Conduct as acts that include: plagiarism, 
forgery, interference with other’s ability to learn and work, 
misrepresentation of others’ work, cheating, and assisting others 
in the commission of these acts.

Nazarbayev University (2015) 
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…so what is plagiarism?



Plagiarism

Nazarbayev University (2015) defines this as, “intentionally or 
carelessly presenting the work of others as one’s own”.



Plagiarism

Nazarbayev University (2015) defines this as, “intentionally or 
carelessly presenting the work of others as one’s own”.

…so plagiarism can occur through carelessness, or ‘by accident’!  

Therefore, unlike blatant forgery, interference, misrepresentation, 
and cheating, plagiarism can be difficult to avoid.



NUGSE & Plagiarism

…so if NUGSE is committed to developing emerging scholars and 
researchers with the highest level of academic integrity and who 
are capable of leading educational development in Kazakhstan….

…and this also means that we must ensure our students develop 
strategies for avoiding academic misconduct…

…then the most important of these strategies could be those by 
which plagiarism can be avoided!



Avoiding Plagiarism 

…but how can plagiarism be avoided?



Avoiding Plagiarism

All NUGSE programs (MA, MSc, & PhD) include tuition, 
assessment, and support in Academic English.

This ensures that all NUGSE students are given the correct tools 
for avoiding plagiarism. 

…but what are some examples of

those tools?



Academic Writing Skills Courses



Critical Reading Skills

e.g., Academic Reading Circles

(Seburn, 2016)

Learn strategies for approaching 
academic texts

Develop skills for incorporating 
literature in academic writing 

Leader
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APA Referencing



APA Referencing
The Bologna Process is making higher education more 
standardized, accessible and English-language based 
(Healey, 2009; Xu, 2008). 

This trend has been touted as both a stabilizing force 
across Europe (Johnson, 2009), and criticized as giving an 
unfair advantage to English-speaking countries (Kovaleva, 
2010). 

For countries like Kazakhstan that signed the initiative in 
2011, this is not a straightforward transition (Piven & Pak, 
2006). 

Fairclough (2006) points to the struggles in Romanian 
HEIs to implement the required guidelines of the process. 

Fairclough adds that educational reform comes slowly and 
“only through widespread institutional, administrative and 
faculty support” (p.36).

Information 
prominent

Author 
prominent

Paraphrase

Direct quote



Turnitin Submission & Feedback 

Online feedback studio

Allows investigation of authorship

Encourages original work

Deters the submission of work which compromises academic 
integrity 







Final Words

Academic misconduct not only cheats the student of valuable 
learning experiences, but can result in a failing grade on assignments, 
a failing grade in a course, and expulsion from the university. 

Academic integrity is the foundation of university success. Learning 
how to express original ideas, cite sources, work independently, and 
report results accurately and honestly are skills which carry students 
beyond their academic career.

Although students must be warned about the consequences of 
plagiarism, it is more meaningful to equip them with the skills to 
avoid it. 
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