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Problem: How to systematically and effectively develop research skills in 

history lessons through working with a textbook?

Research Questions:
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• What research skills can be formed in students of this age group?

• What should be the tasks for the implementation of the research 

approach in the lesson developed in the NIS textbooks?

• How to ensure the progression of research skills throughout the 

course of World History?

The purpose of the study: to analyze the effectiveness of the tasks in NIS 

World History textbooks for the development of students’ research skills in 

Grades 7-9



Research Methodology

Research Site Nazarbayev Intellectual school of Chemistry 

and Biolody in Pavlodar

Participants: Students of Grades 7-9, 35 participants

Time: 2016-2019

Research Methods: Qualitative Methods

Research Instruments  Literature Review

 Documentary Analysis

 Interviews

 Lesson Observations

 Survey



Research Findings

1. The research skills that could be formed in
secondary school students in the process of
planning and conducting lessons in the format
of study research, as well as the possibilities of
their formation, which were laid down in the
NIS-Program and the educational and
methodological complex under development,
were identified



Research Skills Ways to Form the Skills

Ability to highlight a problem Providing information to identify inconsistencies

Leading questions, comparison of new information with

previously studied knowledge

Definition of a research concept

Ability to highlight and formulate several versions, 

hypotheses of problem solving

Brainstorming formats,
In separate topics - as a result of research
Questions in the heading of the textbook “Consider historical details
…”

Work with primary sources, various types of 

resources for collecting material on a research topic

Tasks developed in the format of “Research Steps”

Selection of resources - authentic sources of various 

formats (documents, statistics, diagrams, visual material, 

maps, quotes, etc.)

Ability to analyze, compare, synthesize, and 

evaluate data to formulate conclusions on the 

research topic

Tasks to develop higher order thinking skills

Active learning activities

Ability to correlate results with goals Metacognitive questions and tasks 

Reflection after each stage of the lesson through “Stop and think” 

questions



Types of historical issues and research concepts:

"Understanding 

people and 

describing life in 

the past"

"Description and 

explanation of the 

past"

"Interpretation of the 

past"

Chronology

Empathy

Similarities and Differences
Causes and Consequences

Change and Continuity

Evidence

Relevance

Interpretation

What happened?

What did you like?

What was common 

and what was 

different?

Why did this happen?

What changes have 

occurred?

What has not changed?

How do we find what we want to know?

Why are the events of the past becoming 

meaningful to us again?

What is the problem of search and

why can we get different answers to the 

questions?



Research Findings
2. Requirements for assignments were studied and tested during the development of 

the textbook, of which the key ones are:

assignments should be organized in such a way as to arouse the interest of students, 

make them think and ask questions, and also contribute to the student’s creative 

dialogue both with a peer and a teacher;

tasks in one topic should be a step-by-step model with the help of which students will 

be able to navigate in research, in the implementation of practical and creative tasks, 

in communication and solving problem situations;

assignments should be aimed at developing higher-order thinking skills, including 

research;

it is necessary for students to create an opportunity for reflection of their own learning 

and the situation of constructive interaction between students.



The Topic of the Lesson: What was feudal society and economics?
Concept: Evidence
Learning Objectives: 7.4.2.1 to characterize the features of the feudal type of economy, explaining the forms of 
economic relations;  7.1.1.1 to describe the social structure of feudal society;7.4.1.1t o characterize the features of 
the development of medieval cities, defining the role of craft and trade
Research Skills: Work with primary sources, various types of resources for collecting material on a research topic
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Research Findings

3. The NIS-Program reflects a progression in the development of historical 

thinking skills based on concepts. The task of the developers of the educational 

complex was to implement this progression from topic to topic, from class to 

class. Testing of assignments in classes that were fully engaged in NIS 

textbooks showed that the level of assignments as a whole was in the zone of 

students' proximal development, which can serve as an indicator of the 

implementation of requirements for the sequence of the algorithm of gradual 

complication and content, and the analytical part of the study.



PROGRESS OF ABILITIES BASED ON THE HISTORICAL CONCEPT “CAUSES AND 

CONSEQUENCES”

To explain some historical events

To explain the events of the past, determining their causes and consequences

To explain why an event occurred, identifying a number of reasons and demonstrating the relationship 
between them

To explain why an event occurred, referring to a wide range of reasons and demonstrating the relationship 
between them

To give a detailed explanation of causal relationships, analyzing each factor in detail and showing how 
they relate to the research question and to each other



Grade 7
The Topic of the Lesson: Why did the Roman Empire fall in the west?
Concept: Cause / effect
Level of concept research implementation: Explain some historical events
Learning Objectives: 7.3.2.1 to identify the causes of the collapse of the Roman Empire
Research Skills: Ability to highlight and formulate several versions, hypotheses
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The Topic of the Lesson: Why did the Roman Empire survive in the East?
Concept: Cause/Effect
Level of concept research implementation: To explain past events, identifying their causes and consequences
Learning Objectives: 7.3.2.4 To describe the domestic and foreign policy of Byzantium, identifying the 
main and secondary reasons for its longevity
Research Skills: Ability to analyze and compare data to formulate reasoned conclusions on the 
research topic
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The Topic of the Lesson: Why did European Catholic Christians organize crusades against Islamic countries
Concept: Cause/ Effect
Level of concept research implementation: To explain why an event occurred, identifying a number of reasons and 
demonstrating the relationship between them
Learning Objectives: 7.3.2.7 To determine the causes and consequences of the crusades on the 
example of 1-4 campaigns, indicating events in their dynamics on the map
Research Skills: The ability to analyze, compare, synthesize, and evaluate data to formulate 
reasoned conclusions on the research topic
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Grade 8
The Topic of the Lesson: Why did Alexander II become a victim of the People’s Will?
Concept: Cause / effect
Level of concept research implementation: To explain why an event occurred, identifying a number of reasons and 
demonstrating the relationship between them
Learning Objectives: 8.2.3.1 To explain the reasons for the emergence of new socio-political 
movements in Russia (populism, liberalism)
Research Skills: The ability to analyze, compare, synthesize, and evaluate data to formulate reasoned conclusions on the 
research topic
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Grade 9
The Topic of the Lesson: What are the causes of World War I?
Concept: Cause/Effect
Level of concept research implementation: To give a detailed explanation of causal relationships, analyzing each factor in 
detail and demonstrating how they relate to the research issue and to each other
Learning Objectives: 9.3.2.1 – to determine the prerequisites and reasons for the outbreak of the First World 
War

9.3.1.3 – to analyze the nature of international relations on the eve of WW1
Research Skills:  The ability to analyze, compare, synthesize, and evaluate data to formulate reasoned 
conclusions on the research topic
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Research Findings:

4. By Term 4, students in Grades 7 mainly (up to 90%) master the following skills:

independent goal setting;

definition of a research concept;

understanding of the direction of the analysis of sources based on the concept (for 

example, the possibility of categorizing the causes of events into main and 

secondary, long-term and short-term, political, economic, social and cultural, etc.)

reflexive and metacognitive skills also become more formed in the process of 

conducting mini-research.



Results:

5. Students become more motivated to achieve learning outcomes, including 

working on individual projects after school 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL LABORATORY

22



Conclusions

• Using concepts is effective for developing research skills;

• They allow implementing the principle of helicity in the learning 

process;

• Work in the lesson in the form of a mini-research dramatically 

increases the motivation of students and forms a research, 

subjective position in the learning process

• The tasks of the textbook allow implementing systematic work on 

the progression of research skills
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